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JUNE 2010 

VOICE OF THE 
SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 

AN AFFILIATE OF ARTIST 
BLACKSMITHS ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA 

Howdy!  
Well we *all* survived having the April SWABA meeting at my shop! I even enjoyed it!  
I hope some of you others will give some thought to allowing us to meet at your shops in the future---
you don't need a fancy set up and everybody enjoys seeing what other folks are using/doing.  
 
In particular we need a location for the December meeting as we don't want to wear out our welcome at 
the Gunter's school.  SWABA will be happy to help out too, (like spring for a porta potty if, like me, 
you're on a septic system.)  
 
We have an extra special June event coming up, a mini-conference at Chris Thomson's shop.  At the 
June meeting we will also elect the first part of the SWABA Board of Director s.  The nominees are 
listed in this newsletter.  We want to elect 3 to the BOD now to serve a 1.5 year term and we wi ll 
open nominations in the fall for 3 more to be elect ed in December to serve a 2 year term .  This 
way we will have overlapping members to the BOD and elections will be held with our regular officer 
elections at the December meetings.  
 
The first two tasks of the BOD are to implement the Joe Whiton Scholarship and to review/rework the 
by-laws to help bring them up to date and help us adhere better to them.  
 
Unfortunately I may miss the June meeting as I am scheduled for a business trip to Chile in June that 
most likely will be at the same time as our meeting.  Our VP, Pep, will get to run the June meeting and 
we have craftily ensured he will be at it by making him one of the demonstrators.  
 
It's time to start gearing up for the State Fair again; this is our annual chance to show off the club to a 
wide audience and make a few dollars selling as well.  I've started making ‘rasptlesnakes’ as I do other 
things; it's a lot more fun to do them by ones and twos than to do a bunch of them all at one time.  
 
We have a great time at the fair, too, and we can always use more folks demonstrating.  SWABA defi-
nitely has a great Demo trailer and you don't have to be a master smith to demonstrate.  In fact simple 
small items work best as demonstrations compared to "fancy" long demos.  I hope to see you there!
Remember too, that working at least one day at the demo trailer is a requirement to have items for sale 
at it as well.  
 
As we go into the "hot" season; have fun, stay hydrated and be safe! That's it for now--- 
Happy Forging till next time! 
     Thomas Powers 
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2010 

 
 
 June 12-13 Campout at Chris Thomson’s 
         San Jose NM 
                    Pep Gomez, Tom Joyce, 
         Robb Gunter, Frank Turley, 
                   Christopher Thomson demos 
 
Aug 7  Aaron Craig’s shop, Santa Fe NM 

Sept 10-27  NM State Fair 
Oct 2   TBD 
Check web calendar for details or 
                    call Thomas Powers at 575-838-0568 
 

  
 

 

 

July        TBD 

Sept 11  Demonstration of forge welding 
    Ben LoBue’s shop   9am 
Sept 10-27  NM State Fair 

 Check web calendar for details or 
                    call Pep Gomez at 505-644-0658 

SWABA OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND MEMBERS ASSUME NO   RESPONSIBIL-
ITY OR LIABILITY FOR INJURIES OR DAMAGES CAUSED AS A RESULT OF 
THE USE OF ANY INFORMATION, MATERIALS, DESIGN, TECH IQUES, ETC. 
CONTAINED IN THE NEWSLETTER.  ALL MATERIAL RECEIVED  BY THE EDI-
TOR IS PRESUMED ACCURATE AND COMPLETE (INCLUDING SA FETY PRE-
CAUTIONS), THE USE OF WHICH IS SOLELY THE USER’S RI SK. 

President – Thomas Powers, (575) 838-0568,  thomaspowers@zianet.com 
Vice-Pres. - Jose (Pep) Gomez, (575) 644-0658,  lostartsforge@hotmail.com 
Treasurer – Tom Hansen, (505) 771-9055,  info@bluehorsebandb.com 
Secretary – Alex Ivey, (505) 869-1108,  lxiv2000@yahoo.com 
Editors - Barbara and Gary Williams, (505) 792-4851,  swabawebmaster@comcast.net 
Librarian – Ben LoBue, (575) 649-9339,  lobue@zianet.com 
Webmaster - Gary Williams,  swabawebmaster@comcast.net 
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THE IN'S 
 
    Iron In The Hat  Feb                                $400.00 
                             April                                $113.00 
    Joe Whiton Scholarship donation         $1000.00 
    Mike's Place cleaning dep. return           $100.00 
    2010 Feb Conference                           $1756.00 
 
    June confer.                                              $90.00 
    Dues                                                       $360.00 
                                                                  $3369.00 
 
THE OUT'S 
 
     Choice steel Forge proj.                         $382.02 
     Jose Gomez  Confer.                             $250.00 
     Peter Sevin    Confer.                             $300.00 
     JoAnn Powers  Confer.                          $150.00 
     Carlo Marr  Confer.                                $136.00 
     Waterjet Corp.  Forge                            $269.76 
     Feb. Port-a-potty                                      $45.00 
     Gary Williams     
           Web, Printing, Newsletter                $151.72         
                                                                  $1684.50 
 
    Feb Conference profit  +- $150.00 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 
 
At the June meeting (June 12-13) we will elect the first part of the SWABA Board of Direc-
tors .  The nominees are : 

Bob Curtis 
Leif Gonnsen 

Larry Kern  
Ben LoBue 
Ed Tanuz 

Brother Bart Wolf 
 

We want to elect 3 to the BOD now to serve a 1.5 year term and we wi ll open nominations 
in the fall for 3 more to be elected in December to  serve a 2 year term .  This way we will 
have overlapping members to the BOD and elections will be held with our regular officer elec-
tions at the December meetings.  
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Reprinted from the Newsletter of the Blacksmiths Association of Missouri 
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If you would like to have your work featured on the website, please create a CD with 10 to 12 pictures in 
JPEG format.  Include a letter with a brief description of the project and of what is on the various pictures.  
Please mail both to me at the address below. 
OR - if you have a high speed internet connection, email the pictures and descriptions to me at  

Gary Williams   105 Watson Court    Corrales, NM 87048 
Email Address swabawebmaster@comcast.net 

WEB ADDRESS    www.swaba-abana-chapter.org 

����������	�
�������
������������������������	�
�������
������������������������	�
�������
������������������������	�
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��������������� ���
������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
�� ��� � ������������������������� ���

����
 MAILING ADDRESS      CONTACT 

    P O Box 1665                Chad Gunter (505) 2 70-1007 
Tijeras, New Mexico 87059     Brad Gunter (505) 205 -9815 

�

 ���������	
	���������
	���	������

	����������	��	� ����
�
��������������

������� �

��������	�
���������	�
���������	�
���������	�
�� ���
HAS OPENINGS FOR 2010 CLASSES 

       
Turley Forge      919-A Chicoma Vista      Santa Fe, NM 87507 

 

 505-471-8608          www.turleyforge.com 
 

Call for brochure, class schedule, and full course details 

ABANA Conference News 
Site set for Memphis AgriCenter International 

The ABANA 2010 conference  
will be at the  

AgriCenter International in Memphis, Tennessee 
Located at 7777 Walnut Grove Road 

June 2-5 2010 
 

Opening ceremonies will be on Wednesday, June 2, 20 10. Thursday through Saturday 
will be full days of forging demo's and excitement ABANA style. Saturday will con-
clude with a pay as you go Memphis BBQ banquet and the conference auction. 
The theme of the conference is to be "ABANA's Great est Hits" in keeping with Mem-
phis' musical heritage. The ticket price will turn the clock back at least 8 years... The 
site www.agricenter.org is within a few miles of th ousands of reasonably priced hotel 
rooms. Camping and RV hook-ups will be available on  site. Stay tuned for additional 
announcements. 
Log on to the ABANA website and sign-up for our Constant Contact emails, find the box at the very 

bottom of the home page, enter your email address and click on “Get ABANA Email”.  
You will receive periodic ABANA 2010 Conference announcements. 

���������	�
������  
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Annual dues are payable by February  
ALL  RENEWALS are considered full year - $30.00 membership 
                     Forms are available in this is sue or 

      on the website – click on ‘Join SWABA” 
 

 If you have not renewed your membership 
you will no longer receive the newsletter or meetin g notices 

           

��������	��

 
 

DATE _________________________ 
 
 NAME __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 STREET ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 CITY ____________________________________ STATE _____________ ZIP _______________ 
 
 PHONE (______) ________________________  FAX (______) ____________________________ 
 
 Business name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 E-mail address ____________________________________________________________________ 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – RENEWAL 

 Dues are from January 1 to December 31 yearly   
     
 $30.00 full year 
 ALL RENEWALS  ARE CONSIDERED FULL YEAR 
 
$15.00 after June 30 for ½ year  NEW MEMBERS 
ONLY 
   
   NOTE ! !  Please add $10.00 if you want a 
paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you 

 PLEASE CHECK APPLICABLE BOX(es) 
 
 �   $30.00  full year or renewal 
 
 �  $15.00  half year NEW MEMBER ONLY 
 
 �   $10.00 paper copy of newsletter 
 
  _____________ Total Enclosed 
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John Tiesher's is selling: 1 Peter Wright Anvil "Solid Wrought" Approximately 120#  Has 1" or 7/8" hardy hole and a 5/8" 
Pritchel hole - chipped edges - asking $400.00 Contact John Tiesher for details 505-803-3524 

WANTED TO BUY 
I am interested in buying blacksmith art at wholesale prices to sell at my company, Belen Express Recycling, a full ser-
vice scrap metal recycling facility.  As a way to supplement income, I would like to display and sell metal art. Belen is a 
ranching and railroad community so pieces with those themes would do well.  Also metal puzzles would work.  I would be 
primarily interested in pieces in the $5-$15 range.   Contact   Tim Mings    505-864-8760 

These businesses have supported SWABA through donat ions, discounts and/or services.  
Please mention you are a member of SWABA when you p atronize these businesses and thank 

them for their support 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 
300 CAMINO DE LAS HUERTAS 
PLACITAS, NEW MEXICO 87043 

 
 The Pounders Press is published bimonthly by Southwest Artist Blacksmith Assn., a nonprofit organization of amateur 

and professional blacksmiths, for the purpose of sharing knowledge and education, and to expose the art of  
blacksmithing to the public. 

 
 POUNDERS PRESS is now available on-line at the SWABA website         www.SWABA-ABANA-chapter.org 

 

Frank Turley has a colonial anvil (made in England) for sale. It has the handling holes, a hardy hole and a slender horn. Weight 
78lbs. George Washington may have used it!. $350.00 
Contact Frank Turley  for details on any of the above at 505-471-8608 -OR-frank@turleyforge.com 

SWABA is selling a cavalry forge  donated by Joe Whiton - $400.00  contact Larry Kern 505-228-4412  

 

"L Brand" ForgeCoke truckload prices for single ton  shipments  truck can deliver to New Mexico on the I-10  corridor. 
single ton (40-50 LB Bags)  shipments of coke at the truckload price of $515.00 ($495.00 if paid by check or  money  order). 
Delivery can be made at any location that can accommodate a full size flat bed truck. A commercial address or forklift is not 
required. The minimum order is one ton (2,000 LB). Orders will be accepted until the truck is full.  
Package is 40-50 LB cloth bags on a black plastic covered pallet.  
To place an order, or for more information call 678-360-3521. Visit our web site at www.Blacksmithcoke.com_ 
Ed Avolio, Owner, “L Brand” ®, 1155 Settles Pointe, Suwanee, GA  30024-4270, Ph 678-360-3521.  


