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FEBRUARY 2010 

VOICE OF THE 
SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 

AN AFFILIATE OF ARTIST 
BLACKSMITHS ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
It is with great sadness that we learn of the passing of founding SWABA member Joe Whi-
ton. Joe passed away Wednesday, December 9, 2009.  Joe enlisted in the Army Air Force after Pearl 
Harbor. He flew 50 bombing missions over North Africa and Italy as a bombardier and Lead Bom-
bardier and an additional 10 bombing missions over Japan. Joe earned a Purple Heart, an Air 
medal with two Silver and one Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters among others  

He was a recognized craftsman with exceptional skills, working in wood, metal and fiberglass Joe co
-founded SWABA (Southwest Artist Blacksmith Association), demonstrating the art of Blacksmith-
ing at the NM State Fair and other venues for several years.  He was a volunteer fireman for over 20 
years in the East Mountains.  Joe was an Optimist and was an active member and former President 
of the Sandia Mountain Lion's Club. 

 
An informal interment gathering will take place on Saturday, February 6, 2010, at Sunset 

Memorial Park, 924 Menaul Blvd., Albuquerque,NM at 3:00 PM. The interment will be in a 
box specially made by Robb Gunter.  
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2010 

 
 Feb 13-14  Regional Conference -  
  Las Cruces NM 
 April 3  
 
 June 5 

Aug 7 

Sept 10-27  NM State Fair 

Oct 2 

Check web calendar for details or 
                    call Thomas Powers at 575-838-0568 
 

  
Feb 13-14  Regional Conference -  
  Las Cruces NM 
Mar 6 Demonstrations of forging pipe and treadle hammer 
 chasing    at Ben LoBue’s shop   9am 

May 1 

July  

Sept 11  Demonstration of forge welding 
    Ben LoBue’s shop   9am 
Sept 10-27  NM State Fair 

 Check web calendar for details or 
                    call Pep Gomez at 505-644-0658 

SWABA OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND MEMBERS ASSUME NO   RESPONSIBIL-
ITY OR LIABILITY FOR INJURIES OR DAMAGES CAUSED AS A RESULT OF 
THE USE OF ANY INFORMATION, MATERIALS, DESIGN, TECH IQUES, ETC. 
CONTAINED IN THE NEWSLETTER.  ALL MATERIAL RECEIVED  BY THE EDI-
TOR IS PRESUMED ACCURATE AND COMPLETE (INCLUDING SA FETY PRE-
CAUTIONS), THE USE OF WHICH IS SOLELY THE USER’S RI SK. 

President – Thomas Powers, (575) 838-0568,  thomaspowers@zianet.com 
Vice-Pres. - Jose (Pep) Gomez, (575) 644-0658,  lostartsforge@hotmail.com 
Treasurer – Tom Hansen, (505) 771-9055,  info@bluehorsebandb.com 
Secretary – Alex Ivey, (505) 869-1108,  lxiv2000@yahoo.com 
Editors - Barbara and Gary Williams, (505) 792-4851,  swabawebmaster@comcast.net 
Librarian – Ben LoBue, (575) 649-9339,  lobue@zianet.com 
Webmaster - Gary Williams,  swabawebmaster@comcast.net 
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SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSOCIATION 

(A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION) 
BY-LAWS  
ARTICLE I  

Name 
The name of this not-for-profit corporation shall be SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSOCIATION. 
The official abbreviation of this name shall be SWABA 
 

ARTICLE II  
Purposes and Objectives 

The Corporation is organized exclusively for educational purposes, including such purposes as follows: to encour-
age and facilitate the establishment of training programs for aspiring smiths; to disseminate information about 
sources of material and equipment; to expose the art of blacksmithing to the public;  
to serve as a center of information about blacksmithing for architects, interior designers, other interested groups 
and the general public; to promote friendship. social activities, and sharing of knowledge among the smiths.  

ARTICLE III  
Membership 

Section 1 - Qualifications: Any person, firm, school, museum, etc.  engaged in blacksmithing or activities allied 
thereto may become a member.  

Section 2 - Categories of Membership: There shall be the following categories of membership in the  Association:  
 (a)  A regular individual member is one who practices blacksmithing as  

     a profession or avocation, or has interest in the art.  
 (b)  A household membership is a single membership for a family unit.  
 (c)  A student member is one who is a full time student in a recognized  

     educational institution, with adequate proof to attest such status.  
 (d)  A senior citizen member is one who has attained the age of 65.  
 (e)  A contributory member is one who elects to pay $50.00 or more for  

     an annual membership.  
 (f)  A subscription is for non-members to receive the newsletter only.  
Section 3 -Membership Qualifications: A person, firm or corporation may become a member by written application 

of forms provided by SWABA, accompanied by one year's dues, to the President or Secretary.  
Section 4 - Honorary Members:The Board of Directors may elect Honorary Members by unanimous vote of the 
Board members present. Honorary Members shall be exempt from payment of any fees whatsoever and shall be 
entitled to all the privileges of regular members.  
 

ARTICLE IV  
Fiscal Year 

 
The fiscal year shall coincide with the calendar year, beginning on the first day of January and ending on the last 
day of December.  

 
ARTICLE V  

Dues 
 

Section 1 - Annual Dues: The Board of Directors may determine from time to  
    time the amount of annual dues payable to the Association by members.  

Section 2 - Payment of Dues: Dues shall be payable in advance of the first day of each fiscal year. Dues shall be 
pro-rated by quarters of the year.  

Section 3 - Default and Termination of Membership: When any member shall  
   be in default in the payment of dues for a period of three months from the beginning of the fiscal year or 

period for which such dues become payable, his membership may thereupon be terminated by the Sec-
retary.  
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 ARTICLE VI  
Meetings 

 
Section 1 - Membership Meetings: The regular meetings of the Association will normally be held on the second 

Saturday of the month indicated by the newsletter. In case of a change in the meeting schedule, the 
members shall be notified in advance of the earliest meeting time.  

Section 2 - Special Meetings: Special meetings may be called by the Board of Directors. Upon written request of 
20% of the members, the Board of Directors shall call a special meeting to consider a specific sub-
ject. Notice of a special meeting shall be mailed to the last recorded address of each member at least 
ten days before the date of the special meeting.  

Section 3 - Quorum : At any regular Association function, the voting members present shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business, providing there are at least ten voting members present.  

Section 4 - Voting: Only members with currently paid dues are entitled to vote.  
    A majority vote of the members present determines the question. Proxies shall not be accepted in lieu 

of a member's presence.  
Section 5 - Order of Business: The order of business will be called by the Chairman of the meeting, so that busi-

ness may be handled in an expedient manner.   
 

ARTICLE VII  
Directors 

 
Section 1 - The property, affairs, activities and concerns of the Association shall be vested in a Board of Directors 

consisting of not more than seven Directors in addition to the President, Vice President, Secre-tary 
and Treasurer. The members of the Board shall, upon election, immediately enter into the perform-
ance of their duties and shall continue in office until their successors shall be duly elected.  

Section 2 - Election of Directors: Directors shall be elected by members of the Association. Directors shall be 
elected for a one year term.  

Section 3 - Duties of Directors: The Board of Directors may:  
Hold meetings at such times and places as it chooses,  
Print and circulate documents and publish articles,  
Communicate with other organizations interested in blacksmithing,  
Employ agents, and  
Devise and execute such other measures as it deems proper to promote the objectives of the Associa-

tion, and to best protect the interest and welfare of the members.  
Section 4 - Meetings of the Board: Frequency, times, and places of Board of Directors meetings will be determined 

by the members of the Board to accomplish the tasks deemed necessary by the Board. Members of 
the Board shall be notified in advance of forthcoming Board meetings.  

Section 5 - Quorum: 50% of the members of the Board of Directors shall consti-tute a quorum. In the absence of 
the President and Vice President, the quorum present may choose a chairman. If a quorum is not pre-
sent, a lesser number may adjourn the meeting to a later date.  

Section 6 - Inactive Members: Any Board member ceasing to be active may be removed and replaced by a major-
ity vote of members of the Association. 

ARTICLE VIII 
Officers 

Section 1 - Number: The officers of this Association shall consist of a President, Vice President, a Secretary, and a 
Treasurer.  

Section 2 - Method of Election: Election of Officers. Officers will be elected to 2-year terms by a simple majority 
of members present.  President and Secretary will be elected on even years at the Christmas meeting; 
Vice President and Treasurer on odd years, same meeting. 

 
Section 3 - Duties of Officers: The duties and powers of the officers of the Association shall be as those usually 

ascribed to such officers of a not-for-profit organization.  
Section 4 - In the event of death or vacancy of a duly elected officer's position, the Board of Directors shall appoint 

a replacement to fill the remainder of the term.  
 
Section 5 - Any Officer may be removed from office by a simple majority of the members present at any meeting 

after the request was raised in the prior meeting and notice of such published in the SW ABA  
 Newsletter. 
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ARTICLE IX 
Committees 

 
Committees may be formed by the Board of Directors to study and report on problems or projects thought by the 
Board to be of value to the Association, and to execute proper action to accomplish those deemed valuable by the 
Board.  
 

ARTICLE X  
Amendments 

 
These By-Laws may be amended, repealed, or altered in all or in part by a member majority vote at any duly or-
ganized meeting of the Association. The proposed change shall be mailed to the last recorded address of each 
member at least 10 days before the time of the meeting in which the change is to be considered.  
 

ARTICLE XI  
Courtesy and Violence 

 
The meetings of this Association shall be conducted in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order.  
 

ARTICLE XII  
Dissolution Clause 

 
In the event of SWABA's dissolution, all assets will be donated to the Artist Blacksmith Association of North 
America. This donation will be made without restrictions on the end use of said funds, to be received by the Presi-
dent of the afore mentioned Association. The executor of these assets shall be the current Treasurer of SWABA.  
 

A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT:   
 
We have published the SWABA Bylaws for your review.  There are several items that require 
member decisions, and we would like to resolve them by April. 
 
Notably, we do not currently have an extended Board of Directors, beyond the officers.  We are 
asking for  

NOMINATIONS TO THE SWABA BOARD OF DIRECTORS .   
These nominations will be firmed up at the February Conference and voted on at the April 
SWABA meeting 
 
There are a few other questions, such as membership fees and meeting schedule, which are de-
cided by the Board of Directors.  Once we have a full Board on hand, these items can be dis-
cussed and the Bylaws amended if necessary. 
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December  2009 Meeting 
The December meeting was hosted by Chad, Brad and Rob Gunter and  was held at The For-
gery School of Blacksmithing in Moriarty NM. Rob demonstrated chasing and raising using the 
treadle hammer. He made a three piece pedestal bowl with the center leg forged from pipe and 
donated it to Iron In The Hat. He had numerous other samples of his work to show and all were 
pretty incredible. Instead of trying to describe them I will just let the photos in this newsletter 
show the great craftsmanship Rob is turning out. 
Meeting Notes: 
A moment of silence was observed honoring longtime SWABA member Joe Whiton who 
passed away on Dec. 9th 2009. A reminder that the informal interment for Joe will take place on 
Saturday February 6th 3:00 PM at Sunset Memorial Park in Albuquerque. Thanks to Rob 
Gunter for crafting the interment box for containing Joe’s ashes. Rob stamped the box with the 
touch marks of all members who provided them.  
 

Election of Officers, Pep Gomez was elected Vice-President and Alex Ivey was re-elected Sec-
retary. 
 

Ben LoBue reported that the library is not seeing much use. 
 

Tom Hanson (Treasurer) reported that the treasury contains about the maximum funding al-
lowed and suggested we find ways to reduce it. The membership present approved the pur-
chase of some of the Gunter’s G3 trade name tools that were put in a special drawing for all 
members at the meeting. Also approved was the purchase of a Blacksmithing Magician with a 
full set of dies from Jerry Hoffman that will available for use in the Demo trailer. Tom will place 
the order for it. 
 

Leif Gonnsen gave an update on the SWABA gas forge building project. He has completed the 
casting of the panels for the prototype box and he and Leon Wilson are working on the outer 
shell and insulation to complete the prototype. He hopes to have it completed by Jan. 16th 
when we are to meet at Larry Kern’s shop to distribute the ribbon burners to the participates. 
Drawings were held for iron in the Hat, the trade item which was maker’s choice, and the spe-
cial drawing for the G3 tools. 
 

Don’t forget the 4th annual Blacksmith’s Conference in Las Cruces NM on the 13th and 14th of 
February hosted by SWABA and AABA. Demonstrators will be Peter Servin from Arizona and 
Jose “Pep” Gomez from Las Cruces. Details are posted on the SWABA website.    
Thanks to Chad, Brad and Rob for hosting the meeting and to Rob for a great demonstration. 
                                                                                                                  Alex Ivey (Secretary)   

Treasurer's  fine  Report  Nov - Dec 2009 
  The OUTS 
                  11/11 Robb Gunter,                     State Fair extra coal       $48.00 
                  12/12 G3 Tools,       passed out to members for Xmas    $250.00 
                  12/14 Gary Williams, postage, web, printing                   $163.92  
                  12/16  U.S.  Treasury (IRS)                                               $88.24 
                                                                                   TOTAL            $550.16 
  The INS 
                   12/17 DUES                                                                 $1,140.00 
                   12/17 Iron in the Hat                                                       $303.00 
                                                                                 TOTAL           $1443.00  
        Tom Hansen 



7 

 

 
4th Annual  
Blacksmith  
Conference  

 
February 13 & 14, 2010  

 
At  
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3100 Harrelson St.  

Las Cruces, NM 88005  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to join us for the fourth  
annual Blacksmith Conference at 

Mickey’s Place, a workshop for the arts, 
in  

Las Cruces, New Mexico. Learn about  
the tools and techniques of a  

professional blacksmith. Network  
with others dedicated to preserving  

the art of blacksmithing in the  
Southwest! The conference is  

sponsored by the  
Southwest Artist Blacksmith Association 
& Arizona Artist Blacksmith Association  
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Saturday, February 13  
 
Registration 8:00- 9:00 a.m.  
 
Featured Demonstrators:  
Jose “Pep” Gomez  
& Peter Sevin  
Session I: 9:00 a.m.- noon  
“Pep” Gomez will be demonstrating a va-
riety of patterns in pattern-welded steel 
(damascus). This is usable for knives 
and/or other ornamental items. He is go-
ing to be demonstrating both Saturday 
and Sunday morning.  
 
Session II: 1:00- 3:30 p.m.  
Peter Sevin describes his demonstration 
as “blacksmithing simplified”. This is basi-
cally how he solved a lot of his problems. 
He will be using his propane forge.  
 
Tailgating / Visit Vendors  
   3:30- 5:00 p.m.  
 
 
Sunday, February 14  
 
Registration 8:30 - 9:00 a.m.  
 
Session I: 9:00 a.m.- noon  
 
Session II: 1:00- 3:30 p.m.  
Today’s sessions will be a  
continuation of the previous day’s  
sessions.  
 
 
Iron- In-the-Hat  
3:30- 5:00 p.m.  

 
 
 
 

Registration  
Conference Fees:  

$55 Individual, paid by January 31, 2010  
$85 Family, paid by January 31, 2010  
$40 Student, paid by January 31, 2010  
$65 Per person for registration at the door 
  
Name____________________________  
 
Address__________________________ 
 
________________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________ 
 
E-mail ___________________________  
 
�� Individual  
�� Family / number attending _____  
�� Student (must show current student ID 
at door)  
�� Vendor / Tailgaters  
Spaces for tailgating will be assigned on 
Saturday morning before the first session 

begins.  
 

Please return this form with payment 
to:  

 
Jo Ann Powers  

14 Schmittle Rd.  
Socorro, NM 87801  

Checks should be made payable to:  
SWABA Conference  

**********************************************  
�
�
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 DECEMBER  MEETING  
Robb Gunter demon-
strated chasing and 

raising 
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If you would like to have your work featured on the website, please create a CD with 10 to 12 pictures in 
JPEG format.  Include a letter with a brief description of the project and of what is on the various pictures.  
Please mail both to me at the address below. 
OR - if you have a high speed internet connection, email the pictures and descriptions to me at  

Gary Williams   105 Watson Court    Corrales, NM 87048 
Email Address swabawebmaster@comcast.net 

WEB ADDRESS    www.swaba-abana-chapter.org 
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 MAILING ADDRESS      CONTACT 

    P O Box 1665                Chad Gunter (505) 2 70-1007 
Tijeras, New Mexico 87059     Brad Gunter (505) 205 -9815 
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HAS OPENINGS FOR 2010 CLASSES 

       
Turley Forge      919-A Chicoma Vista      Santa Fe, NM 87507 

 

 505-471-8608          www.turleyforge.com 
 

Call for brochure, class schedule, and full course details 

ABANA Conference News 
Site set for Memphis AgriCenter International 

The ABANA 2010 conference  
will be at the  

AgriCenter International in Memphis, Tennessee 
Located at 7777 Walnut Grove Road 

June 2-5 2010 
 

Opening ceremonies will be on Wednesday, June 2, 20 10. Thursday through Saturday 
will be full days of forging demo's and excitement ABANA style. Saturday will con-
clude with a pay as you go Memphis BBQ banquet and the conference auction. 
The theme of the conference is to be "ABANA's Great est Hits" in keeping with Mem-
phis' musical heritage. The ticket price will turn the clock back at least 8 years... The 
site www.agricenter.org is within a few miles of th ousands of reasonably priced hotel 
rooms. Camping and RV hook-ups will be available on  site. Stay tuned for additional 
announcements. 
Log on to the ABANA website and sign-up for our Constant Contact emails, find the box at the very 

bottom of the home page, enter your email address and click on “Get ABANA Email”.  
You will receive periodic ABANA 2010 Conference announcements. 

���������	�
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Annual dues are payable by February  
ALL  RENEWALS are considered full year - $30.00 membership 
                     Forms are available in this is sue or 

      on the website – click on ‘Join SWABA” 
 

 If you have not renewed your membership 
you will no longer receive the newsletter or meetin g notices 

           

��������	��

 
 

DATE _________________________ 
 
 NAME __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 STREET ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 CITY ____________________________________ STATE _____________ ZIP _______________ 
 
 PHONE (______) ________________________  FAX (______) ____________________________ 
 
 Business name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 E-mail address ____________________________________________________________________ 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – RENEWAL 

 Dues are from January 1 to December 31 yearly   
     
 $30.00 full year 
 ALL RENEWALS  ARE CONSIDERED FULL YEAR 
 
$15.00 after June 30 for ½ year  NEW MEMBERS 
ONLY 
   
   NOTE ! !  Please add $10.00 if you want a 
paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you 

 PLEASE CHECK APPLICABLE BOX(es) 
 
 �  $30.00  full year or renewal 
 
 � $15.00  half year NEW MEMBER ONLY 
 
 �  $10.00 paper copy of newsletter 
 
  _____________ Total Enclosed 
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John Tiesher's is selling: 1 Peter Wright Anvil "Solid Wrought" Approximately 120#  Has 1" or 7/8" hardy hole and a 5/8" 
Pritchel hole - chipped edges - asking $400.00 Contact John Tiesher for details 505-803-3524 

WANTED TO BUY 
I am interested in buying blacksmith art at wholesale prices to sell at my company, Belen Express Recycling, a full ser-
vice scrap metal recycling facility.  As a way to supplement income, I would like to display and sell metal art. Belen is a 
ranching and railroad community so pieces with those themes would do well.  Also metal puzzles would work.  I would be 
primarily interested in pieces in the $5-$15 range.   Contact   Tim Mings    505-864-8760 

These businesses have supported SWABA through donat ions, discounts and/or services.  
Please mention you are a member of SWABA when you p atronize these businesses and thank 

them for their support 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 
300 CAMINO DE LAS HUERTAS 
PLACITAS, NEW MEXICO 87043 

 
 The Pounders Press is published bimonthly by Southwest Artist Blacksmith Assn., a nonprofit organization of amateur 

and professional blacksmiths, for the purpose of sharing knowledge and education, and to expose the art of  
blacksmithing to the public. 

 
 POUNDERS PRESS is now available on-line at the SWABA website         www.SWABA-ABANA-chapter.org 

 

Frank Turley has a colonial anvil (made in England) for sale. It has the handling holes, a hardy hole and a slender horn. Weight 
78lbs. George Washington may have used it!. $350.00 
Contact Frank Turley  for details on any of the above at 505-471-8608 -OR-frank@turleyforge.com 

SWABA is selling a cavalry forge  donated by Joe Whiton - $400.00  contact Larry Kern 505-228-4412  

 

"L Brand" ForgeCoke truckload prices for single ton  shipments  truck can deliver to New Mexico on the I-10  corridor. 
single ton (40-50 LB Bags)  shipments of coke at the truckload price of $515.00 ($495.00 if paid by check or  money  order). 
Delivery can be made at any location that can accommodate a full size flat bed truck. A commercial address or forklift is not 
required. The minimum order is one ton (2,000 LB). Orders will be accepted until the truck is full.  
Package is 40-50 LB cloth bags on a black plastic covered pallet.  
To place an order, or for more information call 678-360-3521. Visit our web site at www.Blacksmithcoke.com_ 
Ed Avolio, Owner, “L Brand” ®, 1155 Settles Pointe, Suwanee, GA  30024-4270, Ph 678-360-3521.  


