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APRIL 2010 

VOICE OF THE 
SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 

AN AFFILIATE OF ARTIST 
BLACKSMITHS ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA 

Howdy All;  
 
Well it's finally over---the SWABA-AABA conference that is. I think it went rather 
well, great indoor site found for us by Ben Lobue, great refreshments managed for us 
by Carla Marr, video set up and run by Susan Frary,  registration and name tags by 
JoAnn Powers and top notch demonstrations by both P eter Sevin and Pep Gomez! (Pep 
proving conclusively  
that he *could* weld up fancy damascus billets with  his good hand behind his back; 
or at least in a cast!) 
 
I noticed that our vendors left with a lot less stu ff than they arrived with too. 
Folks who attended left with lots of ideas. I've al ready had one of my students 
start forging a set of hammers after Peter talked a bout making his own and had to 
buy a power hammer to keep another one of my studen ts from selling a kidney to buy 
it after watching Pep work billets with his.   
 
Those of you who missed out, missed out!  But there  is always next year. Speaking of 
which I talked with the President of AABA about alt ernating states for our combined 
conference and establishing a committee to run it, making it harder to mess things 
up (like if the SWABA President forgets to mention that of course there will be an 
indoor gallery so bring stuff to brag about) someon e else can catch it early and 
correct it.  Anyway the AABA board will discuss it and let us know so we can get 
next year’s conference planning started ASAP!  
 
Our next meeting, April 3rd, will be in Lemitar at my shop and I sure hope I get the 
roof done over the new section before y'all show up .  If there is anything in par-
ticular you would like me to demonstrate please dro p me an e-mail and let me know. 
 
We will also start taking nominations for members o f the SWABA board of directors; 
as it's been pointed out we have been working witho ut the board specified in our By-
Laws for quite some time now and as there are some things in the by-laws requiring 
updating we need to get the board filled out. So th ink of who you would like to see 
helping to steer the club.  We will take nomination s till our June meeting ahen the 
membership will vote to elect the Board of Director s. 
 
As you know we recently lost one of SWABA Founders:  Joe Whiton. To honor all he has 
given SWABA through the many years he was active it  has been decided to create a 
scholarship in his memory.  Details will be announc ed soon; but I will leak that to 
get it you must have been a SWABA member for at lea st a full year ahead of time; so 
get your dues in! I would also like to thank all of  you who took time out for Joe's 
memorial service. He was a great guy and nearly eve ryone had a Joe Whiton story to 
tell at it. 
 
That's it for now---Happy Forging till next time! 
Thomas Powers 
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2010 

 
 Feb 13-14  Regional Conference -  
  Las Cruces NM 
 April 3 Thomas Powers shop, Socorro NM 
 
 June 12-13 Campout at Chris Thomson’s 
         Rowe NM 
                    Pep Gomez & Tom Joyce demos 
 
Aug 7  Aaron Craig’s shop, Santa Fe NM 

Sept 10-27  NM State Fair 
Oct 2   TBD 
Check web calendar for details or 
                    call Thomas Powers at 575-838-0568 
 

  
Feb 13-14  Regional Conference -  
  Las Cruces NM 
Mar 6 Demonstrations of forging pipe and treadle hammer 
 chasing    at Ben LoBue’s shop   9am 

May 1 

July  

Sept 11  Demonstration of forge welding 
    Ben LoBue’s shop   9am 
Sept 10-27  NM State Fair 

 Check web calendar for details or 
                    call Pep Gomez at 505-644-0658 

SWABA OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND MEMBERS ASSUME NO   RESPONSIBIL-
ITY OR LIABILITY FOR INJURIES OR DAMAGES CAUSED AS A RESULT OF 
THE USE OF ANY INFORMATION, MATERIALS, DESIGN, TECH IQUES, ETC. 
CONTAINED IN THE NEWSLETTER.  ALL MATERIAL RECEIVED  BY THE EDI-
TOR IS PRESUMED ACCURATE AND COMPLETE (INCLUDING SA FETY PRE-
CAUTIONS), THE USE OF WHICH IS SOLELY THE USER’S RI SK. 

President – Thomas Powers, (575) 838-0568,  thomaspowers@zianet.com 
Vice-Pres. - Jose (Pep) Gomez, (575) 644-0658,  lostartsforge@hotmail.com 
Treasurer – Tom Hansen, (505) 771-9055,  info@bluehorsebandb.com 
Secretary – Alex Ivey, (505) 869-1108,  lxiv2000@yahoo.com 
Editors - Barbara and Gary Williams, (505) 792-4851,  swabawebmaster@comcast.net 
Librarian – Ben LoBue, (575) 649-9339,  lobue@zianet.com 
Webmaster - Gary Williams,  swabawebmaster@comcast.net 
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It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing of founding SWABA member Joe Whiton 
on Wednesday, December 9, 2009.   An informal interment gathering took place on Saturday, Febru-
ary 6, 2010, at Sunset Memorial Park in Albuquerque,NM.   
The interment was in a container specially made by Robb Gunter and featuring the touch marks 
of many SWABA members. We remember Joe and thank Robb for his outstanding work on this 
gesture of tribute to Joe. 

This letter was received from Joe’s family 
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SWABA member Ward Brinegar Wins Again  

2010 United Country Western Dance Council          World Championships  

Hey everyone !  It’s not all about bending metal and beating iron.  In a recent email, Ward writes: 

Dear friends, I'm very happy to report to you that in January Belinda and I won our 3rd consecutive world championship in 
Nashville, dancing in the Silver Advanced division against 2 other couples.  We won 5 dances, triple 2-step, polka, night-
club 2-step, waltz and country western 2-step.  We were 2nd in cha-cha, east coast swing and west coast swing.  What we 
have done, winning 3 years in a row in advancing divisions, is very rare; many couples go years without winning. 

In pro/am silver advanced, dancing with our coach, Maryann Harvey, I placed 2nd to a very fine dancer from the East 
Coast.  We were tied through 5 dances, but he took the last 3.   Although Belinda and I have spent countless hours practic-
ing for this, no one achieves things like this without help.  I especially want to thank our coach, Maryann Harvey. We also 
had excellent coaching through the year from Mike Haley, Rosa Delgadillo and Ronnie Debenedetta.  I always give credit to 
Kristine Huotari, whose patient teaching over 8 years laid the foundation that made this possible for me. And a special 
thanks for the support and encouragement of many, many friends, our families and other competitors.   
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A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT:   
 
We have published the SWABA Bylaws for your review.  There are several items that require 
member decisions, and we would like to resolve them at the April meeting. 
 
Notably, we do not currently have an extended Board of Directors, beyond the officers.  We are 
asking for  

NOMINATIONS TO THE SWABA BOARD OF DIRECTORS .   
These nominations will be firmed up and voted on at the April SWABA meeting 

 
There are a few other questions, such as membership fees and meeting schedule, which are de-
cided by the Board of Directors.  Once we have a full Board on hand, these items can be dis-
cussed and the Bylaws amended if necessary. 
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February 2010 Meeting 
 

No meeting was held in February due to the regional conference. 
                                                                                                 Alex Ivey (Secretary)   

 
 
 
Treasurer's  final Report  Nov - Dec 2009 
  The OUTS 
                  11/11 Robb Gunter,                     State Fair extra coal       $48.00 
                  12/12 G3 Tools,       passed out to members for Xmas    $250.00 
                  12/14 Gary Williams, postage, web, printing                   $163.92  
                  12/16  U.S.  Treasury (IRS)                                               $88.24 
                                                                                   TOTAL            $550.16 
  The INS 
                   12/17 DUES                                                                 $1,140.00 
                   12/17 Iron in the Hat                                                       $303.00 
                                                                                 TOTAL           $1443.00  
        Tom Hansen 
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Some TIPS—reprinted from the Pittsburgh Area Artist -Blacksmith Association 



7 

 



8 

 

�������������


���� � � � � ���!�"#��$%�&'('����)���
�

A Thomas Powers’ shop in Socorro NM 
 
From I-25 take exit  156 toward  Lemitar 
Turn LEFT onto NM 408 / Lemitar Frontage Rd for 1/2 mile 
Turn RIGHT onto NM 408    1.7 miles 
Turn LEFT onto Schmittle Rd 
Thomas’ place is on the right 
 
Thomas’ phone:   575-838-0568 

  Bring your safety glasses,  
  a chair,  
  Food for the pot luck,   
  and an iron in the hat item.   
Take some time to make something for this fund raiser or bring an item if you can.  
 
The TRADE ITEM for April  is  whatever you’d like t o bring 
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 4th Annual Regional Conference 

Peter Sevin at the forge 

Bill, the Proprietor of Mickey’s Place 

Pep Gomez demo 
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If you would like to have your work featured on the website, please create a CD with 10 to 12 pictures in 
JPEG format.  Include a letter with a brief description of the project and of what is on the various pictures.  
Please mail both to me at the address below. 
OR - if you have a high speed internet connection, email the pictures and descriptions to me at  

Gary Williams   105 Watson Court    Corrales, NM 87048 
Email Address swabawebmaster@comcast.net 

WEB ADDRESS    www.swaba-abana-chapter.org 
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 MAILING ADDRESS      CONTACT 

    P O Box 1665                Chad Gunter (505) 2 70-1007 
Tijeras, New Mexico 87059     Brad Gunter (505) 205 -9815 
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HAS OPENINGS FOR 2010 CLASSES 

       
Turley Forge      919-A Chicoma Vista      Santa Fe, NM 87507 

 

 505-471-8608          www.turleyforge.com 
 

Call for brochure, class schedule, and full course details 

ABANA Conference News 
Site set for Memphis AgriCenter International 

The ABANA 2010 conference  
will be at the  

AgriCenter International in Memphis, Tennessee 
Located at 7777 Walnut Grove Road 

June 2-5 2010 
 

Opening ceremonies will be on Wednesday, June 2, 20 10. Thursday through Saturday 
will be full days of forging demo's and excitement ABANA style. Saturday will con-
clude with a pay as you go Memphis BBQ banquet and the conference auction. 
The theme of the conference is to be "ABANA's Great est Hits" in keeping with Mem-
phis' musical heritage. The ticket price will turn the clock back at least 8 years... The 
site www.agricenter.org is within a few miles of th ousands of reasonably priced hotel 
rooms. Camping and RV hook-ups will be available on  site. Stay tuned for additional 
announcements. 
Log on to the ABANA website and sign-up for our Constant Contact emails, find the box at the very 

bottom of the home page, enter your email address and click on “Get ABANA Email”.  
You will receive periodic ABANA 2010 Conference announcements. 
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Annual dues are payable by February  
ALL  RENEWALS are considered full year - $30.00 membership 
                     Forms are available in this is sue or 

      on the website – click on ‘Join SWABA” 
 

 If you have not renewed your membership 
you will no longer receive the newsletter or meetin g notices 

           

��������	��

 
 

DATE _________________________ 
 
 NAME __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 STREET ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 CITY ____________________________________ STATE _____________ ZIP _______________ 
 
 PHONE (______) ________________________  FAX (______) ____________________________ 
 
 Business name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 E-mail address ____________________________________________________________________ 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – RENEWAL 

 Dues are from January 1 to December 31 yearly   
     
 $30.00 full year 
 ALL RENEWALS  ARE CONSIDERED FULL YEAR 
 
$15.00 after June 30 for ½ year  NEW MEMBERS 
ONLY 
   
   NOTE ! !  Please add $10.00 if you want a 
paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you 

 PLEASE CHECK APPLICABLE BOX(es) 
 
 �  $30.00  full year or renewal 
 
 � $15.00  half year NEW MEMBER ONLY 
 
 �  $10.00 paper copy of newsletter 
 
  _____________ Total Enclosed 
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John Tiesher's is selling: 1 Peter Wright Anvil "Solid Wrought" Approximately 120#  Has 1" or 7/8" hardy hole and a 5/8" 
Pritchel hole - chipped edges - asking $400.00 Contact John Tiesher for details 505-803-3524 

WANTED TO BUY 
I am interested in buying blacksmith art at wholesale prices to sell at my company, Belen Express Recycling, a full ser-
vice scrap metal recycling facility.  As a way to supplement income, I would like to display and sell metal art. Belen is a 
ranching and railroad community so pieces with those themes would do well.  Also metal puzzles would work.  I would be 
primarily interested in pieces in the $5-$15 range.   Contact   Tim Mings    505-864-8760 

These businesses have supported SWABA through donat ions, discounts and/or services.  
Please mention you are a member of SWABA when you p atronize these businesses and thank 

them for their support 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 
300 CAMINO DE LAS HUERTAS 
PLACITAS, NEW MEXICO 87043 

 
 The Pounders Press is published bimonthly by Southwest Artist Blacksmith Assn., a nonprofit organization of amateur 

and professional blacksmiths, for the purpose of sharing knowledge and education, and to expose the art of  
blacksmithing to the public. 

 
 POUNDERS PRESS is now available on-line at the SWABA website         www.SWABA-ABANA-chapter.org 

 

Frank Turley has a colonial anvil (made in England) for sale. It has the handling holes, a hardy hole and a slender horn. Weight 
78lbs. George Washington may have used it!. $350.00 
Contact Frank Turley  for details on any of the above at 505-471-8608 -OR-frank@turleyforge.com 

SWABA is selling a cavalry forge  donated by Joe Whiton - $400.00  contact Larry Kern 505-228-4412  

 

"L Brand" ForgeCoke truckload prices for single ton  shipments  truck can deliver to New Mexico on the I-10  corridor. 
single ton (40-50 LB Bags)  shipments of coke at the truckload price of $515.00 ($495.00 if paid by check or  money  order). 
Delivery can be made at any location that can accommodate a full size flat bed truck. A commercial address or forklift is not 
required. The minimum order is one ton (2,000 LB). Orders will be accepted until the truck is full.  
Package is 40-50 LB cloth bags on a black plastic covered pallet.  
To place an order, or for more information call 678-360-3521. Visit our web site at www.Blacksmithcoke.com_ 
Ed Avolio, Owner, “L Brand” ®, 1155 Settles Pointe, Suwanee, GA  30024-4270, Ph 678-360-3521.  


