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December 2009 

VOICE OF THE 
SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 

AN AFFILIATE OF ARTIST 
BLACKSMITHS ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA 
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2010 

 
 Feb 13-14  Regional Conference -  
  Las Cruces NM 
 
 April 3  
 
 June 5 

Aug 7 

Sept 10-27  NM State Fair 

Oct 2 

Check web calendar for details or 
                    call Thomas Powers at 575-838-0568 

  
Jan 9  
 
Feb 13-14  Regional Conference -  
  Las Cruces NM 
 
Mar 6  
 
May 1 

July  

Sept 10-27  NM State Fair 

 Check web calendar for details or 
                    call Pep Gomez at 505-644-0658 

SWABA OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, AND MEMBERS ASSUME NO   RESPONSIBIL-
ITY OR LIABILITY FOR INJURIES OR DAMAGES CAUSED AS A RESULT OF 
THE USE OF ANY INFORMATION, MATERIALS, DESIGN, TECH IQUES, ETC. 
CONTAINED IN THE NEWSLETTER.  ALL MATERIAL RECEIVED  BY THE EDI-
TOR IS PRESUMED ACCURATE AND COMPLETE (INCLUDING SA FETY PRE-
CAUTIONS), THE USE OF WHICH IS SOLELY THE USER’S RI SK. 

President – Thomas Powers, (575) 838-0568,  thomaspowers@zianet.com 
Vice-Pres. - Bro Bart Wolf, (505) 352-7444,  bartofm@aol.com 
Treasurer – Tom Hansen, (505) 771-9055,  info@bluehorsebandb.com 
Secretary – Alex Ivey, (505) 869-1108,  lxiv2000@yahoo.com 
Editors - Barbara and Gary Williams, (505) 792-4851,  swabawebmaster@comcast.net 
Librarian – Ben LoBue, (575) 649-9339,  lobue@zianet.com 
Webmaster - Gary Williams,  swabawebmaster@comcast.net 
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Robb Gunter will demonstrate uses for the Nazel power hammer  
 at their blacksmith school facilities. 

: ���

Jan 10, 2009
9:00 am

Our southern group will be meeting on Saturday, the  10th, at 9:00 am. 
At Ben LoBue’s shop

Please call Pep Gomez for details  575-644-0658

    SWABA MEETING
SWABA’s December meeting will be at 
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��	��������������������������

Phone:Chad Gunter 505-270-1007 or Brad Gunter 505-205-9815 
    Driving Directions: from Albuquerque
    Take Interstate 40 East to Moriarty exit  
    At the end of the exit ramp, turn Right (west) on Old Rt 66. 
    Follow Rt 66 West about 2 miles to the corner of 
    Martin Rd and Rt 66.
    You will see the beige bldg with red trim on the north side of Rt 66   
     Anvil signs will be out
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OCT—NOV Report 
 INS: I ron in the Hat             $110.00 
               Loan returned - Lincoln Co. Fair     $550.00 
               Seed $ returned - Thomas P.          $100.00 
               State Fair - after sales tax               $4191.00 
 
                      TOTAL                   $4951.00 
 
THE OUTS:       Kevin D.                    $785.60 
              Thomas P.                $200.00 
               Danny B.                  $104.00 
              Alex I.                      $690.40 
              Garry B.                   $496.00 
               Rob F.                         $20.00 
              Bob C.                     $328.00 
              Gary W.                    $659.20 
              Gordon L.                     $56.00 
               Louis V.                   $148.00 
              Jace P.                            $8.00  

Coal Robb G.                           $48.00 
Web, Postage   Gary W.       $169.76 
Rubben Burner Leif G.          $880.11 

                      Danny B.             $15.00 
State Fair -  start-up Alex I.        $150.00 

 
               TOTAL                 $4758.07  

Tom Hansen                

                                                          October 2009 Meeting 
The Oct. meeting was held at Leroy Simmons shop in Mountainair NM.  Leroy demonstrated his 
method of making various scrolls. 
Meeting: 
Thomas talked about the upcoming Festival of Cranes which will take place at Bosque Del Apache 
in Nov.  If you would like to demonstrate contact Thomas.  He also talked about the Feb. Las Cruces 
meeting and conference. The Arizona group has a demonstrator already. Thomas has to get a second 
demonstrator and is still working in it. He took suggestions from the group and will finalize on 
someone soon. 
Alex reported on the success of the state fair and thanked all who participated. See more on the fair 
in the state fair report in this newsletter. 
Tom Hanson gave a treasurers report. 
 
Drawings were held for Iron in the Hat and the trade item.  
  
The Dec. meeting will be held at Chad and Brad Gunter’s shop in Moriarty NM. 
 
Thanks to Leroy for hosting a very good meeting. 

                                                                                                                    Alex Ivey (Secretary) 
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October  MEETING  

  At the October meeting, Leroy Simmons showed 
us his skill at forging flowers and leaves 
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                                                          2009 State Fair Report 
SWABA had the demo trailer at the NM state fair for daily demonstrations again this year. 
Thanks to all who came out and demonstrated as we could not have enjoyed the success we did 
without you. The pot luck lunches were great and I enjoyed working with everyone.  
This is a listing of those who participated (Kevin Dunlap, Bob Curtis, Gary Williams, Danny 
Brzozowski, Garry Bryant, Mark Gleason, Rod Fowler, Bob Keers, Gordon Long, Sherry 
Oyler, Thomas Powers, Leonard Stans, Ed Tanuz, Joe Terrell, Phillip Alden and Jace Pugmire). 
Special thanks to Kevin for being there every day and to Bob, Gary, Danny and Sherry for the 
many hours they put in.  
Phillip Alden (13 yrs old) from Tucumcari and Jace Pugmire (15 yrs old) from Silver City are 
our junior members who started out blacksmithing by taking lessons with us at the state fair. 
Phillip took numerous lessons at last year’s fair and we could see that he had an interest in 
blacksmithing. He showed up at the fair this year with hammers, tongs and other tools ready to 
go to work. He also has bought himself a gas forge and became a SWABA member after the 
fair last year.  
Former member Dave McDonald from Tome came by and we talked him into working the 
forge for part of 2 days. Dave is a talented blacksmith, it was a pleasure having him demon-
strate with us and we hope to get him back in the club. 
Choice Steel who sponsors us by supplying the steel used at the fair gave us a plasma cutout 
sign with their name on it and we did a joint effort project decorating it with a border of scrolls. 
It was displayed for all to see for the rest of the fair. THANK YOU Choice Steel.   
Our east Texas buddy Tommy Dean was out with us again this year for a day visiting and dem-
onstrating and it was great seeing him again. We had a number of other out of state blacksmiths 
drop by and visit. Earl Million from BAM visited with us on day one. He was on an Indian pot-
tery buying trip through New Mexico. Ted Shanks owner of Kipu Forge in Hawaii visited with 
us. He had met SWABA member Leif Gonnsen at the NM state fair about 25 years ago and Leif 
had visited Ted in Hawaii a number of years back. Saltfork member Harvey Adams and Indiana 
Blacksmithing Association member Brian Pierson also came by and visited.  Brian was even 
talked into taking a turn on the forge. It was a pleasure meeting all of these guys and we thank 
them for visiting with us. 
Thanks to Robb Gunter for once again supplying the coal and to everyone who helped with the 
set up and breakdown of the demo trailer. 
      Alex Ivey 

Sheri Oyler, Kevin Dunlap, Bob Curtis, Alex Ivey, Gary Williams 
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Alex Ivey, Garry Bryant, Sheri Oyler, Kevin Dunlap 

Alex Ivey, Gary Williams, Bob Curtis 
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4th Annual 
Blacksmith  
Conference 

 
watch your mail and check the website for full deta ils and registration form 
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If you would like to have your work featured on the website, please create a CD with 10 to 12 pictures in 
JPEG format.  Include a letter with a brief description of the project and of what is on the various pictures.  
Please mail both to me at the address below. 
OR - if you have a high speed internet connection, email the pictures and descriptions to me at  

Gary Williams   105 Watson Court    Corrales, NM 87048 
Email Address swabawebmaster@comcast.net 

WEB ADDRESS    www.swaba-abana-chapter.org 
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 MAILING ADDRESS      CONTACT 

    P O Box 1665                Chad Gunter (505) 2 70-1007 
Tijeras, New Mexico 87059     Brad Gunter (505) 205 -9815 
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HAS OPENINGS FOR 2010 CLASSES 

       
Turley Forge      919-A Chicoma Vista      Santa Fe, NM 87507 

 

 505-471-8608          www.turleyforge.com 
 

Call for brochure, class schedule, and full course details 

ABANA Conference News 
Site set for Memphis AgriCenter International 

The ABANA 2010 conference  
will be at the  

AgriCenter International in Memphis, Tennessee 
Located at 7777 Walnut Grove Road 

June 2-5 2010 
 

Opening ceremonies will be on Wednesday, June 2, 20 10. Thursday through Saturday 
will be full days of forging demo's and excitement ABANA style. Saturday will con-
clude with a pay as you go Memphis BBQ banquet and the conference auction. 
The theme of the conference is to be "ABANA's Great est Hits" in keeping with Mem-
phis' musical heritage. The ticket price will turn the clock back at least 8 years... The 
site www.agricenter.org is within a few miles of th ousands of reasonably priced hotel 
rooms. Camping and RV hook-ups will be available on  site. Stay tuned for additional 
announcements. 
Log on to the ABANA website and sign-up for our Constant Contact emails, find the box at 

the very bottom of the home page, enter your email address and click on “Get ABANA 
Email”.  

���������	�
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Annual dues are payable by February  
ALL  RENEWALS are considered full year - $30.00 membership 
                     Forms are available in this is sue or 

      on the website – click on ‘Join SWABA” 
 

 If you have not renewed your membership 
you will no longer receive the newsletter or meetin g notices 

           

��������	��

 
 

DATE _________________________ 
 
 NAME __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 STREET ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 CITY ____________________________________ STATE _____________ ZIP _______________ 
 
 PHONE (______) ________________________  FAX (______) ____________________________ 
 
 Business name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 E-mail address ____________________________________________________________________ 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITH ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – RENEWAL 

 Dues are from January 1 to December 31 yearly   
     
 $30.00 full year 
 ALL RENEWALS  ARE CONSIDERED FULL YEAR 
 
$15.00 after June 30 for ½ year  NEW MEMBERS 
ONLY 
   
   NOTE ! !  Please add $10.00 if you want a 
paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you 

 PLEASE CHECK APPLICABLE BOX(es) 
 
 �   $30.00  full year or renewal 
 
 �  $15.00  half year NEW MEMBER ONLY 
 
 �   $10.00 paper copy of newsletter 
 
  _____________ Total Enclosed 
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John Tiesher's is selling: 1 Peter Wright Anvil "Solid Wrought" Approximately 120#  Has 1" or 7/8" hardy hole and a 5/8" 
Pritchel hole - chipped edges - asking $400.00 Contact John Tiesher for details 505-803-3524 

WANTED TO BUY 
I am interested in buying blacksmith art at wholesale prices to sell at my business in Belen.  The name of my company 
is Belen Express Recycling.  We are a full service scrap metal recycling facility.  As a way to supplement income, I would 
like to display and sell metal art. Belen is a ranching and railroad community so pieces with those themes would do 
well.  Also metal puzzles would work.  I would be primarily interested in pieces in the $5-$15 range.    
Contact   Tim Mings    505-864-8760 

These businesses have supported SWABA through donat ions, discounts and/or services.  
Please mention you are a member of SWABA when you p atronize these businesses and thank 

them for their support 

 

SOUTHWEST ARTIST BLACKSMITHS ASSN. 
300 CAMINO DE LAS HUERTAS 
PLACITAS, NEW MEXICO 87043 

 
 The Pounders Press is published bimonthly by Southwest Artist Blacksmith Assn., a nonprofit organization of amateur 

and professional blacksmiths, for the purpose of sharing knowledge and education, and to expose the art of  
blacksmithing to the public. 

 
 POUNDERS PRESS is now available on-line at the SWABA website         www.SWABA-ABANA-chapter.org 

 

Frank Turley has a colonial anvil (made in England) for sale. It has the handling holes, a hardy hole and a slender horn. Weight 
78lbs. George Washington may have used it!. $350.00 
Contact Frank Turley  for details on any of the above at 505-471-8608 -OR-frank@turleyforge.com 

SWABA is selling a cavalry forge  donated by Joe Whiton - $400.00  contact Larry Kern 505-228-4412  


